MONTAGU HOUSE AND THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS

To the East of this last again was Major Edwards's Library,** and in
the small room at the East end corresponding to the small Royal
Library room at the West were placed gifts made and books deposited
by the Stationers' Company in the reign of George II (a space which
must have been very small and in fact a measure of the Trustees'
ideas of growth), and here the Trustees held their meetings. On the
upper floor were the MSS.: from the West, Room I held the Royal
and Cotton, II the Harleian Biblical MSS. and English medals,
III other Harleian MSS., IV Harleian Charters, etc., V Sloane
medals, and VI Sloane MSS. A room at the West end of the lower
ground floor or "base story" was appropriated to those who came to
the Museum for reading or closer examination of objects, and was
the earliest ancestor of all the Reading and Students' Rooms of today.
The rest of the lower ground floor was used for storage of duplicates
and objects of minor importance, and one must have been used for
binding, since the Act was always taken to forbid sending anything
out of the precincts.13

3. THE DEPARTMENTS AND OFFICERS
The five years which elapsed between the acquisition of Montagu a
House and the opening of the Museum to the public were no doubt
fully occupied in the tasks, first of repairing and furnishing the house
and then of arranging the collections. These were divided into three
Departments, of Printed Books, of Manuscripts, and of "Natural
and Artificial Productions." "Artificial Productions," the nucleus of
the later vast accumulation of objects of antiquity and art, were an
insignificant appendage to Sloane's collection of natural history.
Coins and medals were not included with them; traditionally and
correctly they were regarded as inscribed documents and therefore a
proper part of a library,13 and were incorporated with the manuscripts. ,
Most of them had in fact been Cotton's.
During this period admittance was given to one or two enquirers
and from time to time to well-introduced visitors. Thus in August,
1756, Miss Catherine Talbot wrote to Bishop Berkeley's widow
describing an evening spent there. So far only two or three rooms of
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